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Bfore he became Chief Minister, Chang Hsien
Ch'ung had givenNarathihapate detaileddescrip-
tions of the palace at Hangchao, descriptions
which fired the King with a desire to improve his own
palace. His fancy had been particularly taken by an ac-
count of the bathing pool which the Emperor of the Sung
had built. A covered way connected his private apart-
ments with thepool,atwhich magnificent bathingpicnics
were held. Chang received orders to copy the covered
way and the pool as far as he could with the materials
available at Pagan.

The work was carried out in a lavish manner. In-
deed, the expenses involved were very large, and it was
to finance it that Narathihapat6 was guilty of some of
those illegal exactions against individuals and the
Church to which reference has been made. The pool
was situated in the Irrawaddy, a part of which had been
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